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V o l u m e  2,  I s s u e  5 LIVING IN COMMUNITYLIVING IN COMMUNITY  
  
 All relationships require give and receive.  This is no less true with a com-
munity of faith.  At various times throughout our lives and faith journey, we 
have a need to receive support, encouragement, and ministry from our faith 
ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȢ  4ÈÁÔȭÓ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÉÎÇ ÐÁÒÔȢ  7Å ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ ÂÅ ×ÉÌÌÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅ ×ÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ 
community has to offer.  Otherwise, the community can never be all it can be.   
 There is also a need for us to realize a community consists only of persons 
like ourselves.  The community has only to offer that which is given through the 
members of the community like yourself.  This is the giving part of the relation-
ship. 
 Living in community means being a part of the giving and receiving of the 
ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȢ  )Æ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔȟ ÔÈÅÎ ÈÏ× ÃÁÎ ×Å ÈÅÁÒ ÏÆ ÏÔÈÅÒȭÓ ÎÅÅÄÓ ÁÎÄ 
be of ministry to them?  How can others hear of our needs?  If we have no time 
to offer for ministry to others, then who will have time to offer ministry when 
we are the one in need of the ministry? 
 There is also the reality that many times my healing comes from being a 
source of healing to others.  When I am busy looking for places to offer support, 
ministry, and encouragement; I find it myself often times. 
 To put this in reality... if you need to learn of the Christian faith, then come 
and learn in Sunday School.  If Sunday School needs to change, come and help us 
ÍÁËÅ ÉÔ ÓÔÒÏÎÇÅÒȢ  )Æ ÙÏÕ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÌÅÁÒÎ ÉÎ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ 3ÃÈÏÏÌȟ ÔÈÅÎ ÃÏÍÅ ÈÅÌÐ ÕÓ 
teach others who do.  Like all the ministries of this congregation, Sunday School 
is ours (mine, theirs, and ours).  Help make every ministry of this congregation 
the best it can be for you never know when you may need to receive such minis-
ÔÒÙȢ  %ÖÅÎ ÍÏÒÅ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔȟ ÈÅÌÐ ÍÁËÅ ÉÔ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÓÔ ÉÔ ÃÁÎ ÂÅ ÆÏÒ #ÈÒÉÓÔȭÓ ÓÁËÅȢ  
Christ is worthy of our best in all things. 
 Whether we speak of children ministries, youth ministries, older adult min-
istries, Sunday School, Wednesday Night suppers, choir, worship, outreach,  
Fourth Saturday Night supper, Communion to the unwillingly absent, lectors, 
greeters, shepherd of the week, acolytes, ushers, - ×ÈÁÔÅÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ ÉÔȭÓ ÏÕÒ 
ministryɂmine, yours, ours.  Take ownership of it.  Give and receive that we 
may truly live in community and be the best faith community we can be for 
Christ.  
 I am excited about all I receive and am privileged to give to this community 
of faith!  I pray you are as well! 
   
       YOUR PASTOR, 

        Matt  

The Community Builder 
Building Community Through Communications 
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 REGISTER NOW!   
Get ready to blast off with a 

week of fun!  

Vacation Bible School at 

Lee Street UMC  

June 1ï4 from 5:30ï8:00PM  

 Three yrs old ï fourth grade 
Web link for online registration:  

http://www.cokesburyvbs.com/

galactic-blast/LeeStreetVBS2010  

http://www.cokesburyvbs.com/galactic-blast/LeeStreetVBS2010
http://www.cokesburyvbs.com/galactic-blast/LeeStreetVBS2010
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DINK  & N INA  (FAIRCLOTH ) GARCIA  
AND THEIR  CHILDREN :  M ADISON AND AUSTIN 

1575 Tallent Store Road   

Americus, GA  31719 
 

LUPE & A NGIE  GARCIA  

240 B Barnes Road 

Americus, GA  31719 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 

Communion to the Unwillingly Absent �² From Your Pastor  
 When we gather around the table that Christ prepares 
ŦƻǊ ǳǎΣ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ WŜǎǳǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŀǎǘ ǘƻ ōŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ ǇŜƻπ
ple?  !ǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ Ƙƻǎǘ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘ ƛƴ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǇŀǊŀōƭŜ �^�'�}��
out into the roads and the lanes, and compel people to come in, 
�•�}�� �š�Z���š�� �u�Ç�� �Z�}�µ�•���� �u���Ç�� ������ �(�]�o�o�����_�� �~�>�µ�l���� �í�ð�W�í�ñ-24), it has always 
been my understanding that Communion should be a time to fill 
the house. 
 L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǿƘȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŜǾŜǊ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅ 
away on the day Jesus prepares the table to eat to-
gether.  Maybe through love and education those who inten-
tionally avoid Communion Sundays will one day comprehend 
how much Jesus desires we all be there for this meal that has 
cost him everything to share.  Yet there are also people who for 
various reasons are not able to be present.  Some are hindered 
from coming due to their employment at the time of worship; 
some physically are unable to attend due to limitations, some 
are critically ill, some are confined to their homes, hospitals, or 
other facilities, and some due to mental impairments of various 
kinds.  We do not, however, want these persons to loose com-
munion with this community of faith because of physical and 
mental limitations.  We want to include them in our community 
and especially as we gather as a faith community around the 
table for the Eucharistic meal. 
 How do we do that?  We take the elements that have 
been consecrated and shared at this table to those who are un-
willingly absent from the physical place of this table.  Various 
persons from this table extend the table beyond the physical 
limitations of our gathering by taking portions of the bread and 
cup that same day and share with those who are absent.  The 
names of those to whom the table is extended are read aloud in 
the communion reminding the community not to forget them 
but to pray for them and to include them in our commun-
ion.  Their sharing is a congregational act and not an act of indi-
vidual piety done in isolation of the community of faith. 

 In order for this to work the community of faith must 
work together.  First, will you or someone you know be un-
willingly absent for any reason on Communion Sunday?  If so, 
call the church office and let us know to include such persons 
on the list of those unwillingly absent to whom the table will 
be extended.  Remember we want to leave no one out.  If 
you know of someone in the hospital or temporarily unable 
to come; be sure to call the church office.  Sometimes we 
ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ƳŜƴǘŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴŘ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ 
to be included.  Jesus does not exclude anyone.  Even if the 
elements can only be touched to their lips and not con-
sumed, let them know they are a part of this communion of 
/ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ  Jesus has invited them to be his guest, let 
them come as they are.  Let us help. 
 Second, will you be willing to carry the elements to per-
sons?  If so, call the church office.  Connie Linneman will co-
ordinate who is delivering and to whom the elements are 
being delivered.  You will not go as a friend, family member, 
etc., but as a representative of this congregation.  Most likely 
you will go with another representative of the congrega-
tion.  Your responsibility will be to let the person(s) to whom 
you are going know and set up a time convenient to 
them.  Confirm with the office you will be going so the ele-
ments can be prepared for you from the Communion ta-
ble.  The service is included in the bag with the ele-
ments.  After serving, reverently return the elements to the 
ground, clean the utensils and return them to the office. 
 Let us live in community and fill the house when we 
gather at the table.  For more information contact Connie 
Linneman at 924-9542 or the church office at 924-5155. 

CHURCH-WIDE SUPPER AT 
THE BACK PORCH IN SHELLMAN, GA 

THURSDAY, JUNE 17TH 
BUS LEAVING CHURCH AT 5:30 PM  

S A V E  T H E  D AT E ! 


