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LOVE OF GOD  �² LOVE OF CHURCH  
I shared in the Service of Death and Resurrection for Johnny Niblack how he and I got to 
talk the afternoon before his death.  Part of our conversation was about how God forgives 
us after all we do in rebelliousness to God throughout our lives.  It sounds too easy.  Yet for 
God it was not easy.  It cost God greatly; yet God considered creation worth the cost of 
redemption.  As the hymn says, �^�z�}�µ�Œ���o�}�À���U���K���'�}���U���]�•�����Œ�}�������o�]�l�������������Z�����v�����u�������}�Á�X�_  �'�}���[�•��
love is steadfast and amazing. 

�'�}���[�•���o�}�À�����(�}�Œ���µ�•���]�•���v�}�š���]�v���‹�µ���•�š�]�}�v�X�����d�Z�����‹�µ���•�š�]�}�v���]�•�������}�µ�š���}�µ�Œ���o�}�À�����}�(���'�}���X�������š���}�µ�Œ�������‰�š�]�•�u�U��
we answered this question affirmatively:  �^���}�� �Ç�}�µ�� ���}�v�(���•�•�� �:���•�µ�•�� ���Z�Œ�]�•�š�� ���•�� �Ç�}�µ�Œ���^���À�]�}�Œ�U���‰�µ�š��
your whole trust in his grace, and promise to serve him as your Lord, in union with the 
���Z�µ�Œ���Z�� �Á�Z�]���Z�� ���Z�Œ�]�•�š�� �Z���•�� �}�‰���v������ �š�}�� �‰���}�‰�o���� �}�(�� ���o�o�� ���P���•�U�� �v���š�]�}�v�•�U�� ���v���� �Œ�������•�M�_  We confess 
�'�}���[�•���o�}�À�������v�����Œ�������u�‰�š�]�}�v���š�Z�Œ�}�µ�P�Z�����Z�Œ�]�•�š�����v�����‰�µ�š���}�µ�Œ���š�Œ�µ�•�š���]�v���'�}���[�•���P�Œ���������t not our deeds.  
Our lives are not ours to do with as we please.  Instead, we serve Christ as our Lord or Mas-
ter �t we are his slaves and servants.  And we serve Christ in union with the community of 
faith �t the church �t which is comprised of all kinds of people from all kinds of places. 

Throughout my ministry I have heard people express their love of their church.  Our love of 
the church is not based on what the church does or does not do for us.  Instead, our love of 
the church is based on how we confess God has loved us through Christ.  We express our 
love of the Church through our service in the church.  As United Methodists we spell this 
service out with prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness.  We promise to pray for the 
church, that God would strengthen it, lead it, and that it would be faithful to be all God 
calls us to be.  We promise to be present when the church is meeting together whether for 
Sunday School, worship, fellowship, study, etc.  We promise to give to the church our finan-
cial gifts and resources that it may function as God desires.  We promise to serve as ushers, 
acolytes, lectors, teachers, singers, musicians, cooks, or whatever our gifts and abilities are.  
We promise to be a faithful witness of what it means to be Christian, United Methodist, 
and a member of Lee Street UMC. 

�t�Z���š���Á���������•�]�Œ�����š�}�����}���]�•���š�}�����}�}�‰���Œ���š�����Á�]�š�Z���'�}�������•���'�}�����µ�•���•���µ�•���š�}���������}�u�‰�o�]�•�Z���'�}���[�•���Á�}�Œ�l���]�v��
the community and throughout the world.  Anything less than our full cooperation to the 
best of our abilities becomes a hindrance to what God desires. 

�'�}�����Z���•���������o���Œ�������µ�•���Á�}�Œ�š�Z���'�}���[�•���o�}�À�������Æ�‰�Œ���•�•�������]�v���š�Z�����P�Œ�����š���•�š���}�(�������š�]�}�v�•�X�����>���š���µ�•�����Æ�‰�Œ���•�•��
�}�µ�Œ���o�}�À�����}�(���'�}�����š�Z�Œ�}�µ�P�Z���}�µ�Œ���(���]�š�Z�(�µ�o���‰���Œ�š�]���]�‰���š�]�}�v���]�v�����Z�Œ�]�•�š�[�•�����Z�µ�Œ���Z�X�����^�µ�Œ���o�Ç���Á�������o�o�������v���(�]�v����
at Lee Street United Methodist Church that which is worthy of our prayers, presence, gifts, 
�•���Œ�À�]�����U�����v�����Á�]�š�v���•�•�X�����>���š���µ�•���(���]�š�Z�(�µ�o�o�Ç���������š�Z�������Z�µ�Œ���Z���š�Z���š���'�}�����u���Ç�����}�v�À�]�v�������}�š�Z���Œ�•���}�(���'�}���[�•��
love through us�v that they may join us as we express our love of God together through our 
love of the Church.  I can really see God at work among us here.  I pray you see it as well. 

  I love the Church, I love you, and I love being the Church with you, 

      Pastor Matt  

A Message from Our Pastor  


