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V o l u m e  2,  I s s u e  6  
FROM PRETENTION TO VISION   

  
 Your mission is to convince enough people to board a ship to reach maximum capacity.  
�:�K�H�U�H���L�V���W�K�H���V�K�L�S���J�R�L�Q�J�"�����'�R�Q�¶�W���N�Q�R�Z�������:�K�D�W���U�R�X�W�H���Z�L�O�O���W�K�H���V�K�L�S���W�D�N�H�"�����'�R�Q�¶�W���N�Q�R�Z�������:�K�H�Q��
�Z�L�O�O���W�K�H���V�K�L�S���O�H�D�Y�H�"�����'�R�Q�¶�W���N�Q�R�Z�������+�R�Z���O�R�Q�J���L�V���W�K�H���Y�R�\�D�J�H�"�����'�R�Q�¶�W���N�Q�R�Z�������2�Q�H���O�D�V�W���W�K�L�Q�J�����W�K�H��
people must pay to board the ship.  How much?  Everything!  Talking about mission impos-
sible!?!?! Why would anyone board a ship headed to who knows where or never intending to 
sail at all?  Why would anyone be excited and willing to sacrifice everything for such a mys-
terious voyage? 
 Lee Street UMC is like a ship.  It is sitting in harbor waiting to sail.  What is needed is 
for everyone to get on board!  Yet who are we?  Where are we going?  How will we get to 
our destination?  Without a vision, these questions are unknown.  Our mission becomes just 
as impossible as the one above.   
 �:�H�¶�Y�H���R�I�W�H�Q���K�H�D�U�G���³�:�K�H�U�H���W�K�H�U�H���L�V���Q�R���Y�L�V�L�R�Q�����W�K�H���S�H�R�S�O�H���S�H�U�L�V�K�«�´ (Proverbs 29:18a).  Yet 
the danger is that vision destroys ambiguity.  Without a vision, the church can pretend to be 
whatever you desire it to be.  You can pretend it is going exactly where you always wanted it 
to go.  When there is a clear vision, people begin to face reality that the ship is going to sail 
and not stay in harbor.  Decisions are made about whether one stays on board or exits for 
another ship.  Such decisions cause us fear, so we just never make a decision about who we 
are or where we are going.  This way everyone can stay on board and we can pretend we 
�G�R�Q�¶�W���N�Q�R�Z���Z�K�\���R�W�K�H�U�V���D�U�H���Q�R�W���E�R�D�U�G�L�Q�J�� 
 God has a vision for Lee Street UMC.  God is not hesitant to share it.  If we desire to 
know it, God will make it plain and clear.  To try to do anything but know it and live it is just 
a waste of everything precious.  God said to Israel in Isaiah 30: 1-�����³Oh, rebellious children, 
says the LORD�����Z�K�R���F�D�U�U�\���R�X�W���D���S�O�D�Q�����E�X�W���Q�R�W���P�L�Q�H�����«�����D�G�G�L�Q�J���V�L�Q���W�R���V�L�Q����2who set out to go 
down to Egypt without asking for my counsel, to take refuge in the protection of Pharaoh, 
�D�Q�G���W�R���V�H�H�N���V�K�H�O�W�H�U���L�Q���W�K�H���V�K�D�G�R�Z���R�I���(�J�\�S�W���´ 
 �2�I�W�H�Q���W�L�P�H�V���,���K�D�Y�H���W�D�O�N�H�G���R�I���X�V���J�U�R�Z�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���K�D�Y�H���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G���I�H�H�G�E�D�F�N���V�D�\�L�Q�J�����³�:�H���G�R�Q�¶�W��
�Z�D�Q�W���W�R���E�H���D���O�D�U�J�H���F�K�X�U�F�K���´�����%�H�L�Q�J���I�D�L�W�K�I�X�O���W�R���*�R�G�¶�V���Y�L�V�L�R�Q���L�V���Q�R�W���D�E�R�X�W���E�H�L�Q�J���D���O�D�U�J�H���F�K�X�U�F�K������
It is about being a vital church �± an alive church �± a sailing church.  We will never be First 
�8�0�&���D�Q�G���G�R�Q�¶�W���Q�H�H�G���W�R���E�H�������<�H�W���Z�H���D�O�V�R���Z�L�O�O���Q�H�Y�H�U���E�H���D���&�R�Q�F�R�U�G���8�0�&���R�U���6�D�O�H�P���8�0�&���H�L��
ther.  We are Lee Street UMC �± a unique church for whom God has a unique vision.  God 
calls us to offer vital and quality ministries that make disciples of Jesus. 
 In the past, Lee Street UMC has been a congregation of nearly 500 members and with 
over 200 in Sunday School.  There is no such size United Methodist Church in Sumter 
County.  This could be us again providing vital ministries for all ages and all persons that are 
�I�R�U���W�K�H���S�X�U�S�R�V�H���R�I���P�D�N�L�Q�J���G�L�V�F�L�S�O�H�V�������:�L�O�O���\�R�X���S�U�D�\���W�R���N�Q�R�Z���*�R�G�¶�V���Y�L�V�L�R�Q���I�R�U���/�H�H���6�W�U�H�H�W���D�Q�G��
�I�R�U���F�R�X�U�D�J�H���W�R���O�L�Y�H���L�Q�W�R���L�W���W�U�X�V�W�L�Q�J���I�X�O�O�\���L�Q���*�R�G�¶�V���D�E�L�O�L�W�\���±not ours �± to make the vision real-
ity?   
  Praying with you and with an open heart, 

 Your Pastor, Matt  

The Community Builder 
Building Community Through Communications 

The Monthly Newsletter of Lee Street United Methodist Church 

 

 
 

 
Get ready to blast off with a 
week of fun!  

Vacation Bible School at 
Lee Street UMC 

1102 South Lee Street  
June 1�±4 from 5:30�±8:00PM  
 Three yrs old �± fourth grade 
Web link for online registration:  
http://www.cokesburyvbs.com/
galactic-blast/LeeStreetVBS2010  

A Message from Our Pastor  


