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CONFIRMATION 
How exciting it is to see youth come to the baptismal font to be baptized, confirmed, and join 
the church.  We welcome our new confirmands as new Professing Members of Lee Street 
United Methodist Church! 
 
  �^���u���v�š�Z�����^�^���u�_���>�Ç�v�v�����}�Á�����v�^���u���v�š�Z�����^�^���u�_���>�Ç�v�v�����}�Á�����v  Dava Lynne GleesonDava Lynne Gleeson 
 Madison Elizabeth SkalaMadison Elizabeth Skala  �d�Ç���Œ�µ�•���^�d�Ç���_���Z�}�����Œ�š���^�l���o���d�Ç���Œ�µ�•���^�d�Ç���_���Z�}�����Œ�š���^�l���o��  
  Atalie Brooke StewartAtalie Brooke Stewart  Kali Brooke WorthKali Brooke Worth  

  
LENT 

The season of Lent is the season of preparation for Easter much like Advent is the season of 
preparation for Christmas.  For forty days (Sundays are celebrations of Resurrection and thus 
not counted in Lent) we focus on 1) our humanity and the deadly consequences of sin for us 
as individuals and as a society and 2) the possibilities of life in Christ and how to live these out 
in everyday life.  During these forty days, we fast in order to make room in our lives for Chris-
tian Disciplines (prayer, study, journaling, etc.) in order to mature in our relationship with 
Christ. 
 
Lent begins with Ash Wednesday (February 17 this year).  Laurence Hull Stookey writes this 
about Ash Wednesday: 

Ash Wednesday is intended to be a bold confrontation with death.  This is to many in 
our world a painful dose of reality; for we live in a culture that prefers to ignore 
death to the fullest extent possible and to dress up that which cannot be concealed.  
The dying are often sequestered in medical care facilities; and their corpses are dis-
played in finery and exquisite coffins, but only after the morticians and cosmeticians 
have done their best to make the dead bodies look youthful and vibrant.  Then comes 
�š�Z�������Z�µ�Œ���Z�����v�����������o���Œ���•�����Œ���•�Z�o�Ç���}�v�����������Ç�����Œ�W�����^�&���������]�š�U���z�}�µ���Á�]�o�o�����]�������v�����Ç�}�µ�Œ�����}���Ç���Á�]�o��
decay.  You are powerless to prevent it, and denial will get you nowhere.  Even the 
finest medical technology can do nothing to change the fact that the death rate is 
exactly what it has always been �t �}�v�����‰���Œ���‰���Œ�•�}�v�X�����^�}���•�š�}�‰���l�]�����]�v�P���Ç�}�µ�Œ�•���o�(�J�_ 
 
This harsh medicine of reality is intended to set in motion a reconsideration of the 
meaning of life and death �t apart from Christ and in Christ.  Ashes, the sign of death, 
are put on the forehead not in some random pattern but in the shape of a cross.  This 
���o�š���Œ�•���š�Z�����•�š���Œ�l�v���•�•���}�(���š�Z�����u���•�•���P���U���Á�Z�]���Z���š�Z�µ�•���������}�u���•�W�����^�z�}�µ���Á�]�o�o�����]���X���z�}�µ�������v�v�}�š��
change that.  But you can die in Christ, whose death transforms your own demise.  
�D�����v�Á�Z�]�o���U���o�]�À�����]�v�����Z�Œ�]�•�š�����v�������]�•���}�À���Œ�����Z�Œ�]�•�š�[�•���v���Á���o�]�(���U���Á�Z�]���Z�����}�v�‹�µ���Œ�}�Œ�•���������š�Z�X�_ 
 

Plan now how you will fast and what new spiritual discipline you will diligently practice dur-
ing these forty days and maybe beyond.  Be sure to be present for the Ash Wednesday ser-
vice at 7:00 PM in the sanctuary.  

 Pastor Matt  

A Message from Our Pastor  


