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TRIDUUM  
As we conclude the forty days of Lent and begin the season of intense joy we refer 

to as Easter, the Church gathers for the Triduum (pronounce TRID-oo-um).  The Triduum 
is one service that last over three days.  It is a service in which we celebrate the passion, 
death, and resurrection of Jesus not as three different acts, but as one.  Such a service is 
not rushed by time constraints.  It is a time of deep worship and celebration of the very 
heart of our Christian faith. 

This service is of utmost importance and deserves the highest priority on our calen-
dars.  What could possibly be of greater significance and worth our attention more than 
this wonderful act of our Lord for us and for all the world?  Let those who never claim 
faith in Christ celebrate these days as just another Thursday, Friday, Saturday �t let them 
celebrate it as if it is just a weekend for egg hunting, partying, family gatherings, etc.; 
but for those of us who claim to love Christ and put our faith and trust in his love for us, 
let this be a weekend of deep faith commitment and faith priority.  I encourage you as 
your pastor to give thought to what we are celebrating and to give Christ this time on 
your calendar whatever the sacrifice may be. 

On Maundy Thursday (April 1), we will gather for our weekly church supper at 6:00 
PM.  We will not have supper on Wednesday as we are accustom.  After supper at 7:30 
PM, we will move to the sanctuary for the beginning of the Triduum.  On this night our 
worship will center around footwashing, Holy Communion, and stripping of the altar.  
The footwashing is voluntary.  Those who prefer not to take part will not be made to 
feel uncomfortable, but are encouraged to attend and participate in the other parts of 
worship.  In Communion, we praise God for the Eucharist itself and for God taking what 
could have been a sad farewell into a revelation of the presence of the Risen One.  
Stripping of the altar symbolizes the denial, desertion, and crucifixion of Jesus.   

On Good Friday (April 2), our service will continue at 7:30 PM.  It is often asked 
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focus on this day is not so much about the pain and agony of a dying man.  Instead, our 
focus is that of a Creator who willingly suffers for the creature.  We rejoice in such a 
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world as Jesus did.  This is not to be an introverted occasion on which I consider primar-
ily what Jesus did for me on the cross.  Instead, it should be an extroverted occasion on 
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One way we do this is by praying on this day for the world for which Jesus died. 
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